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History and Background 
 

Founded in 1844, Christ Episcopal Church (CEC) is a traditional parish located near 
the campus of Western Kentucky University in the heart of downtown Bowling Green.  The 
only Episcopal Church in town, CEC is proud of its continuing history as a unified and yet 
diverse congregation, home to people of varying theological beliefs and socio-economic 
backgrounds.  Members describe CEC as “welcoming,” “open,” “formal,” “friendly,” and 
“talented.”  There is a strong thread of intergenerational relatedness in the parish that is 
celebrated as a gift by adults, youth and children alike.   

While some of our parishioners live in the older homes of downtown Bowling Green, a 
block or two from the church, most members live several miles out of downtown in the many 
suburban communities of the city and 
Warren County.  Several parishioners 
live in other neighboring counties. 
Immediately surrounding the church 
property are the public library, several 
other churches, and housing units for 
WKU students and low-income 
individuals and families. 

CEC has been blessed by 
strong pastoral leadership, and has 
been served by only three rectors in 
the past 60 years.  The Reverend Howard Surface served the parish for 40 years and Father 
Mark Linder served for 14 years.  Father Michael Blewett was called in September 2008 and 
resigned from service after 6 years.  Interim Rector Judith Foster Reese has led CEC since 
March 2015.   

Christ Church uses the liturgy of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.  Two services are 
offered on Sunday morning.  An early Rite One Service is characterized by simplicity and 
quietness - one reader, one acolyte, and little music.  A later Rite Two Service, often called the 
“Family Service,” has organ, choir, and often, additional instruments played by our many 
talented musicians.  An early Wednesday lay-led Morning Prayer service and a Thursday 
noon Eucharist and healing service are regularly offered.  In addition, many special services 
are offered, especially during Advent and Lent, that frequently highlight the talents of our 
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parishioners.  We recently worshipped in a jazz mass written by a parishioner.  We have 
explored summer Saturday evening Eucharist services and contemporary music as well as 
worship services with Taize music and liturgical dance.  We would describe our liturgical 
worship style as being fairly middle of the road, but with lots of room for variety as well. 

 

 
Key Parish 
Statistics 

 

(2015 numbers unless otherwise 
noted)  

Total Active Baptized Members:  592 

Communicants in Good Standing: 
577 

Average Sunday Attendance:  205 

Average Sunday Attendance (2016, 
through April): 220 

Easter Sunday Attendance (2016): 510 

 

Sunday School Enrollment: 80 

Average Sunday School Attendance: 40 

Vacation Bible School Attendance:  57 

Youth Program Average Attendance:  15 

Baptisms: 3 

Confirmations: 10 

2016 Confirmation Class: 8 
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Number of Pledging Families:  193 

Number of Pledging Families (2016): 173 

Operating Expense: $633,453 

2016 Operating Expense Budget: $786,044 

Outreach Giving: $21,769 

 

 
 

 

 

Bowling Green and Our Community 
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Bowling Green is a vibrant and growing city located in Warren County, Kentucky. It is 1 hour 
north of Nashville, Tennessee and 2 hours south of Louisville, Kentucky, by car. The 
population is 62,000 which ranks Bowling Green as the 3rd largest city in Kentucky.  The 
metropolitan population of 165,000 ranks Warren County as among the fastest growing 
counties in the Commonwealth. 

Bowling Green is a regional center for the arts, business, education and shopping. It is home 
to Western Kentucky University (WKU), the 2nd largest university in the state. It is also the 
headquarters of Fruit of The Loom Corporation and home of the GM Corvette assembly 
plant. 

There are two excellent school systems located in Bowling Green, Bowling Green City 
Schools and Warren County Schools, along with several private schools and the Southcentral 
Kentucky Community and Technical College. The Gatton Academy, located on the WKU 
campus, is a statewide magnet school focusing on math and science and is rated as one of 
the best high schools in the country. 

Bowling Green is a friendly city with a great quality of life. There are many public parks, three 
public golf courses and a wonderful downtown area. We have a minor league professional 
baseball team, a performing arts center and many restaurants that are part of the lively 
downtown scene.   

From downtown apartments, historic Victorian homes and nice subdivisions, Bowling Green 
has many housing choices. The average sale price of a home is between $100,000 and 
$250,000.  

Bowling Green has two very good hospitals, The Medical Center and TriStar Greenview 
Hospital. They provide a comprehensive range of care and specialty service for area citizens. 
In addition, the city is only 70 miles north of Vanderbilt University, a major teaching hospital 
in Nashville, TN. 

The area economy is mostly manufacturing-based with large agricultural and educational 
components. The largest employer in the area is Western Kentucky University followed by 
The Medical Center at Bowling Green and Fruit of the Loom. 
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Key Ministries 
 

Through our various formation classes, corporate worship, servant ministries, and life 
together, we strive, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to resemble Christ more and 
more, day by day. 

Worship Ministries     

• Altar Guild 
• Acolytes 
• Eucharistic Ministers 
• Readers 

 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors – The Eucharistic Visitor Ministry at Christ Church serves to extend 
the Eucharist to parishioners who are physically unable to attend services at the church. Visits 
are scheduled to those who are homebound or in assisted or nursing care facilities, as well as 
in the hospital as needed. There are presently 13 Christ Church parishioners who are trained 
and licensed by the diocese to serve the Eucharist. In some recent visits, high school and 

college students have accompanied the 
designated EV on visits to our homebound 
members. 

Choir and Music Ministries - We are 
fortunate to have a strong music program that 
centers on our Holtkamp organ and involves 
approximately 50 parishioners in the Chancel 
choir and Bell choir.  Instrumental musicians 
often join in the song on special services and 
concerts for the community.  

Wednesday Morning Prayer was begun twenty years ago by an Associate Rector as a 
Lenten discipline. It has continued ever since, with a core membership of about ten 
members.   It meets at 7 a.m. and lay members take turns leading the service and providing 
light refreshments. 
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Special Worship Services –  

• Monarch Butterfly Release in our Monarch Butterfly Way Station 
• Blessing of the Animals  
• Service of the Longest Night (at the Winter Solstice) 

 

                        
  

 

Formation Ministries 

Godly Play (K-5) - Christ Church began using 
Godly Play in Sunday school classes K-5 
approximately 15 years ago.  This method is 
based on Montessori principles that help 
children explore their faith through story and 
was written by Episcopal priest, Jerome 
Barryman.  It allows them to gain religious 
language and enhance their spiritual 
experience through wonder and art responses.  
We believe this way of teaching equips our 
young children to better relate to what they 
hear during our church service.   

     Our teachers are trained in Godly Play 
before they teach and receive periodic training 
through workshops.  We have also used Godly 
Play in adult settings as well so the 
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congregation can experience what our children are learning.  We feel this way of teaching 
has been a very successful Christian formation foundation. 

Children’s Church (3yr – 9yr) - Children’s Church is during our 10:00 worship for children 
ages 3-9.  We use the Episcopal children’s 
curriculum from Virginia Theological Seminary.  It 
gives our children a better understanding of an 
Episcopal worship service and prepares them to 
participate in regular worship.  Our Christian 
Education Director teaches this class with the help of 
volunteers in the church.  There are always spiritual 
aspects of learning while having fun.  Children are 
returned to church during the passing of the peace. 

Vacation Bible School - Christ Church holds 
Vacation Bible School every year during the month 
of June.  It is always a very rich and fun experience 
for the children complete with a live band, games, 

biblical lessons, mission and outreach, and crafts.  We have partnered with our downtown 
Presbyterian neighbors for the past 13 years.  This collaboration allows the wider church 
community to come together with teachers, volunteers, clergy and children from both 
congregations.  This is a ministry that involves many people young and old.  2016’s theme is 
“Water All Around the World,” a curriculum published by Living Waters for the World mission 
organization.  Each night focuses on a different country (Honduras, Haiti, Ghana, and Cuba) 
and that country’s access to clean water, with an overarching theme being the importance of 
clean water.   

Episcopal Youth Community- Youth Ministry is a vibrant part of our church.  We strive to 
prepare our youth for young adulthood through Christian education, Confirmation, and 
fellowship.  This goal is accomplished through our many programs designed for youth, 
including weekly Sunday school classes, Confirmation classes for those 8th grade and older, 
mission activities and service, and fun fellowship activities.  We are also in close proximity to 
All Saints diocesan camp where many of our youth attend fall gatherings and summer camp.  
We hope to give our youth experiences, which enable them to have a deeper understanding 
of God, themselves, and how to carry that understanding into the community and world. 

Bread of Angels - The Bread of Angels class meets at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings, and all 
are invited to attend this participatory class. The intent of the class is to pursue a course of 
spirituality that enriches our own lives through a variety of sources, including becoming 
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acquainted with an array of theologians, novelists who deal with Christianity, poetry of a 
spiritual nature, short stories that focus on Christian topics or themes, and any other source 
that persons in the class recommend. Guest speakers, Sunday gatherings for a good lunch, 
planned trips and retreats, shared inquiry, and class discussions are a regular part of this 
class.  The Bread of Angels is a supportive community that encourages seeking, sharing, and 
tolerance 

Praying the Psalms – This Sunday school class is a group of people who gather to study the 
Psalms and to learn how to enrich our prayer life. Each week we look at the Psalm that will be 
used in the liturgy. We are a class whose average age could be described as “mature.” The 
class is a resurrected form of another class that went defunct. That class, “This week’s word”, 
studied the lectionary readings for the week, though it excluded the Psalms. Currently the 
size of the class stands at seven members—but we are open to bringing in new blood. For 
those wishing to develop their life of prayer, this class may be the one for you. 

Centering Prayer – The Centering Prayer Community grew out of a Sunday School Class 
offered in the fall of 2016.  Having had Centering Prayer introduced through workshops, and 
Loft classes over the years we felt it was the most familiar place to start with contemplative 
prayer practices.  Our Church offers many opportunities to explore our faith through a 
number of intellectual offerings but very little in the way of the contemplative approach.   

An ongoing group meets weekly.  We sponsored a Quiet Day during Lent and brought in a 
priest to lead it who has had extensive experience with the practice.  Eight of us recently went 
on a day retreat to the Abbey of Gethsemani to explore our faith with one of the monks who 
had firsthand knowledge of both Frs. Thomas Merton and Thomas Keating.  It is our hope 
that through this group, other contemplative prayer practices, such as Lectio Divina, walking 
the labyrinth, and praying the Psalms, might be explored.   

 

Parish Ministries 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew - The Brotherhood is a longstanding feature of Christ Church. 
Founded by a group of men in the church as a means of revitalizing men’s relation to the 
church it serves as a service group, a bible study and a vehicle for fellowship. As a service 
group the Brotherhood builds wheelchair ramps for those unable to do so, it also helps with 
maintenance needs at a local Church camp. In terms of fellowship the Brotherhood cooks! It 
provides the parish picnic with barbecue. It has also helped to sponsor Mardi Gras, 
Oktoberfest, a crawfish boil, pancake supper, and the Easter fish fry. It also provides monthly 
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breakfasts at the church between the 8:00 and the 10:00 service. The real staple of the 
brotherhood though is its meeting on the first and third Saturday of every month. The 
average size of the Saturday meeting is about 17 people. At that gathering there are donuts, 
coffee, bible study, discussion, good-natured ribbing and no small measure of jokes (some of 
the jokes are even funny). 

Daughters of the King  - The Order of the Daughters of the King is a spiritual, praying Order 
for women who are communicants of the Episcopal or churches in the Episcopate.  Our 
purpose is evangelism through the Rule of Prayer and Service.  Our chapter name is St. 
Teresa of Avila; it meets on the first Sunday of the month.  Service activities include: Praying 
for the Church and God's Kingdom; Prayer Calls; Funeral Visitations; Altar Flowery Delivery; 
College Flower Delivery; Support for the Clergy and Quiet Prayer Days.     

Education for Ministry (EFM) – The CEC chapter of EFM consists of 12 students and three 
mentors who meet every Monday evening during the academic year.  The curriculum, 
designed and provided by the University of the South (Sewanee) School of Theology, 
provides four years of biblical study, church history, and theological thinking.  The heart of 
the program, though, is the practice of theological reflection:  the rich, open, and supportive 
dialogue on a wide range of topics, both biblical and contemporary, where religious tradition 
and our current areas of study are applied and implications for our ministries are identified.  

Community Yoga – Every Tuesday afternoon, 8 to 12 parishioners and others in the 
community come to CEC after work to participate in an open yoga class led by a member 
who is a registered yoga instructor.  During that hour, we find ourselves getting stronger, 
calmer, and more flexible.  Voluntary donations by members of the yoga class are collected 
to serve others, including the children 
living in a Buddhist monastery in the 
Himalayas, and Doctors Without 
Borders following the earthquake in 
Nepal.   
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Outreach Ministries 

WKU College Ministry - The Episcopal College 
Ministry (ECM) is a group of college age students, 
mostly from Western Kentucky, who meet at the church 
once a week during the University school year.  The 
group averages an attendance of about ten members a 
week.  The group performs Compline every week and 
then eats a meal that is usually prepared by a 
parishioner of the church.  ECM also participates in a 
Eucharist service about once a month.  The group is 
currently led by Abby Watkins who is a former member 
of ECM.  Older students also help to lead the 
group.  ECM offers Western Kentucky students a way to 

connect 
with peers 
who share similar beliefs.  It is also a great way 
for students to relax and enjoy themselves.     
 
 Parents of Young Kids – A new ministry 
formed in 2015 provides a place for parents of 
small children (5 years and under) in Bowling 
Green to network, socialize, and encourage one 
another.  Twice a month (1st and 3rd Thursday 
mornings) this group gathers to share 

knowledge, be creative and exchange ideas and strategies for parenting.  Nursery care is 
provided at the church, giving the parents a much-needed break.  The group has averaged 
10 parents and 14 children over the past 6 months.  The group also includes a few “mommy 
mentors” who share their wisdom and experience with the group.  This outreach ministry is 
open to all parents in Bowling Green who seek support on their parenting journey.  Activities 
and topics have included painting, cooking, yoga, music, and photography. 

Wednesday Community Lunch In 2012, a small but enthusiastic group of dedicated cooks 
began cooking in our kitchen for those right outside our doors.  The Wednesday lunch was 
conceived to provide a nutritious meal, but equally importantly, to be served with respect 
and love for anyone entering our doors.  A typical Wednesday menu includes four main 
dishes, 4 side dishes, 2 types of bread and 3 or 4 different desserts. The program was 
immediately a success and today serves 100 or more people each week.  The team of 
volunteers has grown and gotten increasingly organized beyond the role of cook to include 
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set-up, serving, and cleanup jobs.  Several parishioners cook at home and deliver items to the 
church early on Wednesday morning.  In 2015, this ministry served over 3600 hungry 
neighbors. 

Room In the Inn (RITI) - Room in the Inn is an interfaith coalition of churches sharing the 
mission to provide support and shelter for the homeless during the winter months.  Christ 
Church became involved as a host church in 2014 hosting one night a month.  Parishioners 
volunteer to feed and spend the night with guests. The success of our first year led us to 
expand our involvement to two nights per month in the winter of 2015-16.  

Churches United in Christ HELP Ministry - Christ Episcopal Church is one of five downtown 
Bowling Green churches that form what is commonly known as The Help Committee. This 
organization depends on donations from the separate churches to assist a vast number of 
persons and families who need help with utility bills. Additionally, efforts are made to refer 
applicants to sources that can help with food, clothing, medicines, and possibly with short-
term shelter.  All assistance is given in the form of vouchers and no money is given directly to 
any individual. The valuable work of this committee relies solely on the continued generosity 
of those who willingly extend the hand of Christian fellowship to so many. 

M.E.A.L.S. Inc. - MEALS, Inc. is the joint effort of 13 churches and 1 business in Bowling 
Green.  Each Saturday, 285 hot meals and bags of bread, dessert and assorted foods are 
delivered to those in need.  Christ Church is responsible for the preparation of bags, delivery 
of food and clean up 4 times a year.  We also gather food for Thanksgiving and Christmas 
boxes delivered by MEALS, Inc. to these same clients. 
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Building and Grounds 
 

The parish moved to its current location at the 
corner of State and Twelfth Streets in 1912, with 
the construction of an English Gothic style church 
built of stone quarried near the town. By the late 
1930’s, the parish had about 150 members.   

The parish’s growth since WWII precipitated 
considerable expansion beyond the small 1912 
church building. In 1976, space was added to 
include offices, chapel, lounge, and a parish hall 
named for long-time Rector Howard Surface.  By 1990 the parish had outgrown its worship 
space precipitating a prayerful decision whether to remain downtown or seek additional 
space in the growing suburbs of Bowling Green. With the decision made to remain and serve 
the downtown community, CEC began a major construction project, which doubled seating 

capacity from 200 to 400 and installed a new pipe organ.  

In 2003, the parish undertook another major expansion 
adding a much larger parish hall and kitchen, and additional 
space for Christian education and the music program.  
Today’s church occupies half a block, extending along 
Twelfth Street from State Street to College Street.   

We share an alley and some plantings with the adjacent 
Warren County Public Library.  The Buckberry Garden, 
created during the last expansion, is in the courtyard 
adjacent to the church building.  It contains a meditative 
garden, the Jefferson Labyrinth and a columbarium.  The 

courtyard garden is open to the public for meditation and use of the labyrinth.  The 
columbarium has recently been expended to add an additional 90 spaces to the current 144 
spaces, bringing the total to 234 spaces.  Other plantings surround the church building and 
parking lots, including the parking lot across Twelfth Street.   
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Stewardship and Budget 
 

Financial stewardship at Christ Church is handled in the traditional approach of an annual fall 
campaign. Each year our Finance Committee builds a budget to guide the Rector and Vestry 
in planning.  Our operating budget is dependent upon pledged income and Diocesan 
campus ministry funding to balance.  We are fortunate to have a small endowment that 
provides us with an emergency funding source as required.  In 2016, a full year of salary 
expense was budgeted for a full-time Assistant Rector who will not be called until the new 
Rector is in place. 
 2015 Actual 2016 Budget 

Operating Income $587,024 $590,150 

Diocesan & Clergy Support Income 31,370 28,895 

Gifts Used for Operations 10,000 120,605 

Total Income $628,394 $628,394 

Operating Expense 531,773 636,420 

Diocesan Regional Support Expense 101,680 99,624 

Rector Search Expense (1-time) 0 50,000 

Total Expense $633,453 $786,044 

Difference ($5,059) ($46,394) 

 
Church Staff 

 

The Reverend Judith Foster Reese – Interim Rector – judith@cecbg.com 

[Open Position - Assistant Rector] 

C. Kenneth Stein – Organist and Director of Music – ken@cecbg.com 

Laura Goodwin – Director of Children’s Education – laura@cecbg.com 
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Karen Crabtree – Director of Youth – karen@cecbg.com 

Terry DeHaven – Accountant – terry@cecbg.com 

B. Heath Harper – Parish Administrator – heath@cecbg.com 

 
Challenges and Hopes 

 

Christ Church is challenged to move that last small step out of the pain we have experienced 
in connection with the loss of our last full-time Rector.  We are challenged to evolve to a new 
model of organization and management under the leadership of a new Rector.  Our hope is 
that this will help us further develop our ministries, focused both inwardly and outwardly, and 
particularly furthering outreach and ministry in our downtown area.  Our dream is that this 
can be a special time, a transformative time in our Parish – one which plants seeds that will 
make this a place to know and worship God for many future generations. 

 

 

Our Next Rector 
 

Our next Rector necessarily must be many things.  We seek a strategic leader – a person who 
can direct us and lead us in many programs at one time and help us achieve our goals of 
expanding and adding to our ministries.  We are searching for a Rector who can help us build 
upon the considerable positive direction which we are now experiencing.  Our new Rector 
should be an effective communicator on both public and private levels and be able to inspire 
and challenge us with preaching and teaching.  We need a Rector who can help us enrich our 
spiritual lives by feeding our ever-present hunger for spiritual growth.  And even as we 
recognize that the size of our Parish and our many priorities will significantly limit our Rector’s 
time for hands-on pastoral care, we yearn for a Rector who knows us, who is kind, caring, and 
friendly, and who can lead us in our pastoral care efforts.   
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Our Parish at Work (and Play) 

             

              

                                


